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Churches served 
by Dr. Skinner are 
shown here: (right) 
First church, Beth- 
lehem, Pa., fol- 
lowed by the 
Germantown, Pa., 
First church (lower 
left). Since 1947 
he has served the 
East Liberty 
church, Pittsburgh, 
Pa. (below) 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 





Substitute for Honorary Degree Proposed 





“You Are a Whiz” 


My Drar Curtous WOMAN 

(OurLook, July 6): 

After twenty years of wondering what 
makes a D.D., I still do not know any more 
than you do. 

Vhe colleges mean well by it, I know, but 
having been on a college faculty for some 
sears I always observed that for every man 
to whom the D.D. was awarded, at least 
twice as many good candidates had to be set 
aside. However, I suppose colleges take the 
position that it is better to neglect some 
good men than to neglect them all. 

Vhe best solution of the problem that I can 
think of is this: When a college wants to 
compliment a man, it naturally gives him 
what it has to give, namely a “degree.” If 
the man is not a minister it usually calls 
him Doctor of Laws, which generally has 
no connection with law whatever. If he is 
a minister he is called Doctor of Divinity, 
which strictly speaking means ‘Teacher of 
‘Theology (which most preachers have to be) 
but does not always mean that the man is 
a scholar. 

1.1... means “Sir, this college likes you"; 
D.D. means “Reverend Sir, this college likes 


vou.” But that’s all vou can be sure about. 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 


In Saying— 
a a t 
Let Presbyterians Reunite! 
H. C. Foster Mr. & Mrs. D. E. 
Dallas, Texas Carter 
Norton, Va. 
Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Mr. & Mrs. H. G. 
Johnson, Jr. Dalton 
Senatobia, Miss. Stesten, Ve. 
Mr. & Mrs. Rex E. William R. Knox 
Brown Fayetteville, Ark. 
N. Kansas City, J. S. Walkup 
Mo. Belton, S. C. 
Mr. & Mrs. RH. Mr. & Mrs. R. J. 
Morrison Hintz 
Kingsport, Tenn. Woodsboro, Texas 
TI, Boe « ways Boks v Fee 


Street & Number ... 
City, Zone, State .. 


*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyterians 
Reunite! summarizing the recent editorial 
series, with more than 140 signatures, will be 
sent free of charge for a stamped, self-ad- 
dressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 per 100. 
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1 think myself it would be better if 
ministers never had this degree. It would 
save the colleges a good many headaches. 


Almost any D.D. would tell you that there 
are many men both more learned and more 
pious than he, who never had a “D” of any 
kind in their lives. 


My thought is that instead of passing out 
“degrees,” colleges might just as well mail 
to the men they wish to compliment, hand- 
some certificates they could hang up in their 
offices or studies, bearing instead of the usual 
Latin hocus-pocus about “privilegiis ad hunc 
gradum pertinentibus” (what these privileges 
are I never found out), just a line saying 
frankly why the college wants this man for 
an honorary alumnus. For instance: 


YOU ARE A WHIZ AT RAISING MON 
EY; or, 

YOU HAVE LIVED TO A RIPE OLD 
AGE WITHOUT EVER OFFENDING ANY- 
ONE; or, 

CONGRATULATIONS ON BEING PAS- 
TOR OF SUCH A LARGE CHURCH; or 
(once in a while, I hope), 

YOU MANAGE TO BE BOTH SCHOLAR 
AND SAINT: HOW DO YOU DO IT? 

Yours in bewilderment, 


ANON (D.D.) 


J . 
Presbytery vs. Individual 
. 
Rights 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

As a subscriber to THe Ovuttook I have 
been helped, through its pages, to under. 
stand the basic tenets of Presbyterianism, 
Now I ask for your help on a_ specific 
problem which is puzzling me. 


Over and over in the recent meeting of | 


Orange Presbytery, the clerk and other 


officials stated that are no charges against, 


and no censure of, the Reverend Charles M, | 


Jones. Yet the same officials, during the past 
year, were able to remove him from his 
pastorate without trial, in spite of the fact 
that the congregation overwhelmingly (voting 
156-14) and the local church officers unani- 
mously wanted him to continue as_ pastor, 
This action was upheld by both Synod and 
General Assembly.* 

Can you or your readers please tell me 
what has happened to the Presbyterian system 
of government, which I had been led to 
believe especially protects the right of the 
individual to a fair and open trial before 
judgment is made or punishment admin- 
istered? 

Chapel Hill, N. C. 

* EDITORS’ NOTE—As we pointed out 
(July 20), it is important to understand 
that neither the synod nor the General 
Assembly was allowed to consider the entire 
case. Those bodies had before them and 
could take action on only those items against 
which complaints were filed. The Assembly, 
for example, had only the items against 
which representatives of the presbytery’s 
commission (and others) filed complaints.. 


Joun D. Rieser 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio-telephone panel, ‘are 
Clayton C. Crawford, Forest Hill church, Richmond, Va., and Marshall C. 
Dendy, executive secretary of the General Assembly’s Board of Christian 

Education. 


SPIRITUAL BODY 


Will there be a spiritual body in 
heaven? 

DENDY: As to the resurrection of 
the body and our beliet in it, we do 
believe in the resurrection of the body. 
I suppose everyone realizes some of 
the problems to be faced if physical 
resurrection is accepted. Our concep- 
tion of the resurrection isn’t in the 
physical body but the spiritual body 
which is raised from the grave. Paul 
has answered it when he says, “The 
body is sown a natural body and it is 
raised a spiritual body.” It does have 
a likeness to the body we know now. 
The resurrection of Jesus’ body was 
a spiritual body. People saw him and 
recognized him, and yet his body was 
not subject to the limitations of the 
physical world. When we read of 
those who returned from heaven, as 
Moses and Elijah did, on the Mount 
of Transfiguration, they were recog- 
nized. So there is a strong similarity 
in the resurrected body we shall have 


ashington, D. C. 


with that we now possess. We cer- 
tainly have the desire to recognize 
those who pass into the next world. 
I have every confidence we shall rec- 
ognize them. 


LUKEWARMNESS 


One of our listeners wants to 
know about a passage in the Book 
of Revelation, the last book in the 
Bible, the interpretation of chap- 
ter 3, verse 15 and the following. 


CRAWFORD: Chapter 3, verse 15 
reads this way: “I know thy works, 
that thou art neither cold nor hot. I 
would thou wert cold or hot! So, be- 
cause thou art lukewarm and neither 
cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of 
my mouth.” Now, I think that Christ 
was saving here very clearly that he 
despises lukewarmness, that he is not 
interested in fence-straddling, that he 
wants people to take a stand for what 
is right and good, and that he wants 
it to be enthusiastic and never indif- 
ferent. 
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Change in Plans of 
Home for Aged Will 
Be Asked in Virginia 


Blackstone College 
Property Is Proposed 


Reconsideration of the plan to es- 
tablish a home for aged people at 
Massanetta Springs, Va., will be asked 
by East Hanover Presbytery when the 
Synod of Virginia meets there the first 
of September. 

East Hanover voted in its mid-sum- 
mer meeting to propose that the synod 
purchase the property of Blackstone 
College and convert it to the an- 
nounced purpose instead of going 
ahead with plans to build at Massa- 
netta. The synod’s present home is 
in Danville but studies during several 
years have called for more adequate 
arrangements. 

The college buildings at Blackstone 
have been in use as a hotel since the 
girls’ school was closed. 

Another action of the presbytery 
was the approval of the merger of the 
Read Memorial church in Richmond 
with the newer East Laburnum church 
in the new residential area. 

Plans will be made by a committee 
headed by Eldon D. Wilson, Grace- 
Covenant elder and insurance execu- 
tive, to celebrate the 200th anniversary 
of the founding of Hanover Presby- 
tery in 1955. This was the first pres- 
bytery established in the south. 


Want to Start a Church? 
First, Take Loyalty Oath 


ATLANTA, Ga. (RNS) —Persons 
who establish churches or other re- 
ligious organizations here may have 
to take a non-Communist oath. 

The Municipal Board of Adjust- 
ment, in a formal request to the city 
authority, has asked whether it legally 
could require such an oath of persons 
applying for permission to organize 
such groups. 

Alfred Pitman, board member who 
sponsored the proposal, said: 

“I am not a McCarthyite, but we 
have applications from some persons 
coming before us who do not even 
know who the preacher will be. We 
should take reasonable precautions to 
see that the application is honestly for 
religious teaching and devotion.” 


Birthday Offering Tops $17 5,000 


The homes for missionaries on fur- 
lough, to be built at each of the 
church’s four seminaries, attracted the 
largest birthday offering ever given 
by the Women of the Church — 
$175,842. 

The total gift, to be divided four 
ways (Austin, Columbia, Louisville 
and Union), was announced during 
the recent Women’s Training School 
at Montreat. 

Texas women gave the largest sum, 
$26,240, ranking third on the per 
capita chart with 69¢. Mississippi 
women led in per capita gifts (78¢) , 
with Appalachia next (71¢).  Mis- 
sissippi’s total was $9,233 and Appa- 
lachia’s $11,675. Others were: 

Ala. $6,880 (53¢) N. C. $23,650 (47) 
Ark. $5,220 (60) Okla. $1,228 (53) 
Fla. $10,491 (43) Snedecor $347 (40) 
Ga. $12,859 (56) S. C. $13,857 (50) 
Ky. $6,767 (59) Tenn. $6,901 (56) 
La. $6,271 (60) Va. $22,146 (51) 
Mo. $5,353 (54) W. Va. $6,582 (52) 

Next year’s Birthday Gift will be 
divided into three equal parts to be 
administered by the Board of Church 
Extension: (1) Guerrant Presbytery’s 
expansion program; (2) Goodland In- 
dian Orphanage, Hugo, Okla.; (3) 


the Assembly’s radio and _ television 
program. 

Louisville Seminary has already se- 
cured its furlough home, buying a 
structure in the east end of Louisville 
at a cost of $38,500. The building will 
have five suites of from one to three 
rooms each. It will be in operation 
this fall. 


Spragens Will Head 
Assembly Youth Work 


The Assembly's new director of 
youth work, under the Board of Chris- 
tian Education, will be John B. 
Spragens, Little Rock, Ark. 

Mr. Spragens, whose work begins 
Sept. | in the Richmond, Va., head- 
quarters, is now regional director of 
religious education for the Synods of 
Arkansas and Missouri. He succeeds 
John S. McMullen, now pastor at 
Columbia, Mo. 

Before going to his present work in 
1949 Mr. Spragens was pastor in Stock- 
ton, Ala., and before that had taught 
at Westminster College (Mo.) and 
been university pastor in Tuscaloosa, 
Ala. 


@ McCarthy-Matthews Charge Against Protestant Ministers Is Challenged 


Twentieth Century Inquisition 
By JOHN A. MACKAY 


THe New York Times of July 3 
printed a report that three members 
of the Senate Permanent Sub-Com- 
mittee on Investigations had protested 
the publication of an article entitled, 
“Reds and Our Churches,” written 
in the July number of The Ameri- 
can Mercury by the new executive 
director of the sub-committee, Mr. J. 
B. Matthews. The Times of July 8 
reported that, at the insistence of 
the chairman of the committee, the 
services of Mr. Matthews were to be 
retained. Today, July 10, we learn 
that his resignation has been accepted. 

I happen to be one of the clergy- 
men mentioned in the article which 
has caused the present controversy. 
I am also one of the educators whom 
Mr. Matthews, in the May number of 


the same magazine, indicted as “top 
collaborationists” with Communism! 

When a congressional committee 
through its chairman employs as its 
executive director a man who has 
brought an irresponsible and_ indis- 
criminate charge against thousands of 
American educators and thousands of 
Protestant clergymen, the very sem- 
blance of impartiality, the last trace 
of objectivity, disappears from the 
high investigative tribunal. The 
accuser becomes the investigator. 

The seriousness of the situation is 
not altered by the resignation of Mr. 
Matthews. The fact that the appoint- 
ment could have been made at all and 
then arbitrarily, though temporarily, 
insisted upon, exposes the inner logic 
of a current trend. 











We contront the Twentieth Cen- 
tury American version of the Six- 
teenth Century Spanish Inquisition. 
The new Inquisition already has its 
“Grand Inquisitor,” who, like his 
famous prototype, thinks in patterns 
which have been made familiar to 
the world by totalitarian regimes. The 
“Grand Inquisitor” seeks a henchman 
of a type similar to himself. 


The Way to Degradation 


Phe old-time Inquisition in Spain 
undertook to determine what char- 
acteristics a man should have to be 


truly Spanish, or thoroughly un- 
Spanish. In doing so it became the 
chief source of that process which, 


by condemning heretics and burning 
books, sterilized and degraded a 
supremely great and creative people. 


The American Inquisition un- 
dertakes to what 1s 
American and what is un-American, 
what human freedom means and 
what it does not mean. 


determine 


Unless the American people awake 
to this menace, basic freedoms which 
have long been our glory may be 
lost, and our country, bludgeoned by 
an insidious Neo-Fascism, can lose its 
leadership among the nations and its 
destiny among the generations. 


Speaking personally, I repudiate 
the charge that I am “pro-Commu- 
nist.” I have never supported any 
cause which, on its own merits, was 
unworthy of support by an independ- 
ent Christian citizen of this country 
who is sensitive to human situations. 
If, in any instance Communists, un- 
known to me and for their own rea- 
sons, were interested in the same 
cause, that does not invalidate the 
importance of the cause, nor does it 
make me responsible for any casual 
coincidence in my interests and theirs. 

My life and interests have been en- 
tirely open. I have been consistently 
concerned about human freedom. | 
am not ashamed of any document I 
ever signed or of any cause I ever 
sponsored, whether it was in the in- 
terests of Republican Spain, or in 
favor of Spanish refugees from Fascist 
tyranny, or to advocate the repeal of 
the McCarran Act. 

I have already said it publicly and 
I repeat it now. We have come to a 
moment when in certain circles in our 
country you can be anything you 
want, if you are anti-Communist. You 
may be a liar, a rake, or a Fascist: 
everything is condoned so long as you 
vociferate against Communism. And 
yet, the way in which Communism is 
being fought today is the way to give 
it ultimate prestige and to bring our 
country ultimate discredit. The real 


4 


problem of Communism as a system 
of ideas and an attitude towards life 


is simply not being touched. Com- 
munism is a much more tremendous 
issue than is being realized 


A Constructive Way 

What is meant by being “‘anti-Com- 
munist” or “pro-Communist’’? Do we 
really want to combat Communism? 
The only constructive way, if admit- 
tedly the harder and more sacrificial 
way, to deal with Communism, is to 
tackle the ills in society and the weak- 
nesses in human nature upon which 
Communism breeds. Let a concerted 
effort be made everywhere throughout 
the world to solve the probtems of 
poverty and work, of soc ial justice and 
brotherhood, and to give people a 
dynamic faith. Let all who believe in 
democracy develop a glowing, posi- 
tive, fighting spirit. 


It is not enough to let passion flame 
in an anti-Communist crusade. Fa- 
natical anti-Communism can_ blind 
rational judgment and create the kind 
of eerie silence that haunts graveyards. 
It can, with fiery vituperation, scorch 
values and personalities which our 
culture needs. 


The effort to uproot Communistic 
weeds in the garden of our society 
can blight flowers and destroy plants 
which this nation requires for its 
beauty and health, and ultimately for 
its security. 


Evil can never be dealt with by 
such a purely negative approach. 


If our country is to give leadership 
in the rifted, revolutionary world of 
today, it must present a more positive 
and crusading view of freedom than 
that which now prevails. It must 
sponsor a freedom which has clear-cut 
ideals and a program of action. Men 
must be summoned to freedom for 
something of transcendent impor- 
tance, something much greater than 
the mere absence of the pressures that 
push them around. For people, let 
it be said plainly, are not free merely 
when they can do what they want. 
They may be free in this sense and yet 
be slaves of lust or selfish ambition. 
They are truly free only when they 
want what is right and do what is 
good and are committed to what is 
true. More concretely, man is truly 
and fully free only when, with joyous 
abandon, he serves the Living God, 
the Eternal Goodness. 


As president of an historic institu- 
tion for the training of Christian min- 
isters, and as the official representative 
for the current year of a great Prot- 
estant denomination in this country, I 
ask that the relevant facts come out 


into the open and that principles and 
issues be clearly defined. 

For responsible congressmen to give 
implicit sanction to the charge that 
the clergy are the class most infiltrated 
by Communism, but to add that, of 
course, there is no intention to investi- 
gate the clergy, represents a cynical 
attempt to discredit the Protestant 
ministry in this country. 


If Unchallenged 


If the smears that now attach to a 
host of loyal Americans in education 
and in the church are allowed to re- 
main unchallenged and unexplored, a 
new situation will have been created. 
The moment will have arrived in this 
country for the birth of a movement 
to proclaim and to apply in our time 
principles that are enshrined in the 
annals of past struggles tor freedom, 
truth, and righteousness. 

As it is, the time has already come 
when an understanding is needed be- 
tween congressional committees and 
the citizens and institutions of this 
nation as to where we all stand in re- 
lation to one another and what the 
rights and responsibilities of Ameri- 
can Citizens are in the world of today. 


(Signed) Jonn A. MAcKay 


President, Princeton Theologi- 
cal Seminary 


Moderator of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of 
America 


Oxnam Testimony Called 
“Superb Performance” 


New York (RNS) — Methodist 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam’s appear- 
ance before the House Un-American 
Activities Committee was described as 
a “superb performance” by Samuel 
McCrea Cavert, general secretary of 
the National Council of Churches. 


Dr. Cavert said the bishop's testi- 
mony might prove to be “the turning 
point in this whole business of the 
methods employed by these commit- 
tees.” 


He spoke at a panel discussion of 
“McCarthyism, the Churches and 
Christian Courage” at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary. The discussion was 
sponsored by the New York chapter 
of Christian Action, a national group 
formed two years ago to apply Chris- 
tian principles to social, economic and 
political affairs. 


Dr. Cavert said that Bishop Oxnam, 
instead of being on the defensive, had 
“really made a great offensive.” 
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e THE OUTLOOK PULPIT 


A Letter 


A LETTER from Christ? Do you 
imagine yourself arriving at the office 
on a Monday morning to find a 
strange mood over everyone—no one 
doing any work, Scrooge pleasant, the 
chiet and his associates closeted in his 
office, an atmosphere of mingled 
doubt, expectancy, fright, and shame, 
nobody quite himself, nobody willing 
to answer your question about what's 
up, finally a close friend in an embar- 
rassed way trying to tell you that 
there’s been a—some word has come 
from, from—there’s a message from—; 
but unable to say it? And yourself at 
last saying, “For heaven's sake tell me 
what’s wrong” and then, chagrined 
at your outburst when you discover 


what has happened? A letter [rom 
Christ? 
No, it would never be thus. You 


misjudge the temper of our time. It 
a girl came rushing from the mail 
desk with the statement that there 
was a letter from—you see, it bothers 
me to say it; it seems almost blasphe- 
mous; and it would stir a number of 
reactions quite different from those 
we were just conjuring up: some hid- 
den amusement at the strange form of 
this girl’s mental trouble; genuine 
pity that such a nice kid has to go oft 
the beam; disgust with the personnel 
department for carelessness in em- 
ployment; and distress on the part of 
some genuine Christians that the faith 
has to be damaged by fanatics. No- 
body would take it seriously. It’s 
either laughable or sacrilegious to 
think anyone would. 


A Special Word 


But there’s something, about which 
Paul is writing in Second Corinthians, 
which is neither laughable nor pa- 
thetic, which can happen and does 
happen, which in time can have all 
the effect of a special word from the 
Master. It can carry a direct and tell- 
ing message from Christ to vour busi- 
ness office, your union headquarters, 
your community, your home, to the 
world, to an individual. 

Paul tells the Corinthian Christians 
they are a letter from Christ, in this 
case a letter to themselves, to their 
own church. The letter is facts, quali- 
ties, truth, written in their hearts and 
shown forth to all men in their lives, 
in all they do and say. The apostle 
is really saying to them, 

“You must know by what has happened 
in your own hearts, by the change in your 
own lives, that I am a true minister of 
Christ—for only the power of Christ could 
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By W. SHERMAN SKINNER 


... you are a letter from Christ” 


II Corinthians 3:3 


have done what has been the result of my 
ministry in you. You yourselves are our 
letter of recommendation. . . .” 

And this he could still say to Chris- 
tians today. Every Christian life 
ought to be a translation of the gos- 
pel; so that, wherever you are, Paul 
would say to you, if you are a Chris- 
tian, “You are a letter from Christ.” 
See what this means today. 


I. 


You are a letter from Christ to those 
with whom you work. You know them 
all and their foibles and follies, and 
you know the job and its possibilities 
and problems. It matters not whether 
you sit in an executive's office or a 
stenographic department, or work 
with your hands in a shop, or guide 
the policies of your tellow-laborers 
in a union, or teach children or young 
people, or keep house. 

You work with other people; and in 
your best moments you know things 
are not just as they ought to be. You 
are all caught in a drift it is hard to 
buck. There are habits and attitudes 
that are bound to cause tension; poli- 
cies ignoring the welfare of men and 
women; a scramble for gain which for- 
gets the values of the spirits; pressure 
and confusion becoming too much to 
bear. You're a part of a system and a 
routine which nothing seems ever to 
break or lift closer to the kingdom 
way. 

Where can there be any word from 
Christ in all this? A gentle message 
of love intoned a thousand years from 
a thousand cloistered pulpits will 


from Christ 


never touch this rushing, ‘roaring 
stream of life where men pay out 
their days. 

Do you ever long for some sudden 
corrective ingredient to be thrown 
into this life, to change its character, 
to make men thoroughly honorable 
and true, to soften their hearts and 
give them the strength of a deep con- 
cern for others, to give them the cour- 
age of noble convictions and the vi- 
sion of a better way and the ingenuity 
to build it? And, knowing that no 
such sudden change can come, do you 
yearn for some redemptive word of 
Christ to be heard in their midst? 


You—the Only Means? 


But you are there. You may be the 
only means of Christ’s communication 
with your fellow-workers. Perhaps 
they never hear his word in Scripture, 
rarely think of anything he means 
and, if they do, think only that he was 
thoroughly unrealistic and impracti- 
cal. But you are there. Are you and 
the other professing Christians on 
your job making any Christian differ- 
ence with the way it’s done? If you 
are the only means of his speaking 
where you spend your days, and his 
word is mute in you, it will never be 
heard. And the gospel which is mak- 
ing no impact on the world where 
men and women work is making no 
impact at all. 

Too many of us are like the last 
message ever heard from Amelia Ear- 
hart. One of our magazines recalled 
that when that dauntless flier, who 
had won so many victories in the 
struggle to conquer the air, was on 
her last venture over the Pacific, she 
radioed from somewhere off New 
Guinea, “Fuel almost gone, position 
doubtful.” That was her last word 
to the world, “Position doubtful.” 
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How many ol us are like that as 
Christians! Do those around you 
know nothing more definite than that 
about your convictions: “Position 
doubtful”? 

But you, if you bear his name, “are 
a letter from Christ’’—not only by 
what you say, but in what you are. 
James Reid says: 


“There is a quality in a genuinely Chris 
tion life which nothing but the power of 
This had been 
revealed to Paul himself as he watched the 
dying of Stephen and felt the serenity and 
power of a forgiving spirit. Stephen's life 
at that point was a translation of the gospel, 
seen and read by Paul and resulting in his 
conversion.” 


Jesus Christ can explain. 


What is Christ saying to those about 
you by your life? 

For your life is more important than 
your words, more than anything you 
can send by post. A few years ago a 
little girl wrote the General Electric’ 
Company as follows: 


“Dear Sirs: Will you kindly send me some 
booklets and a little sample of electricity. 
We are studying about it in geography. 
Yours truly.” 


The New York Times, in comment- 
ing upon this unique petition, said 
that in the (then) 60 years of its his- 
tory, though General Electric had 
been applying electricity to every- 
thing from a miniature light bulb 
slightly larger than a pinhead to a 
208,000 kilowatt turbine, it had never 
before been called upon to wrap up a 
sample of electricity and deliver it by 
parcel post. Moreover, it could not 
do so. What you cannot send by mail 
or put in words, you can show by the 
light and the warmth and the power 
of what you do. 


Is your life speaking so clearly that 
the truth of Christ cannot be missed? 
Where prejudiced distinctions are be- 
ing made between people of different 
races and economic and social posi- 
tions, is Christ speaking his concern 
for all men through you?) Where men 
and women are mere cogs in a ma- 
chine, is Christ speaking his love 
through your attitudes, your thought- 
fulness, your love? Where all is at 
sixes and sevens, is a bit of the peace 
of Christ present through you? Do 
you make any difference at all? 

“You are a letter from Christ.” 


i. 


We as a church are a letter from 
Christ to the community. Paul was 
actually writing to the whole church 
at Corinth. There’s a drift in the life 
of our society. You know its charac- 
teristics—how confused we've become, 
how uncertain of the way, how cyni- 
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cal about our erstwhile ideals, how 
driven to find some escape, how lack- 
ing in a sense of community respon- 
sibility, how complacent about the 
worst life around us. 


Can anything affect that life for the 
kingdom? Is there any way the re- 
demptive power of the living Christ 
can be brought to bear on our life to- 
gether? If only some compelling word 
from on high could be spoken into 
the midst of our city so forcefully and 
unmistakably that the people would 
be brought up short with hearing it— 
that the new Pittsburgh of steel and 
stone would also find a new heart! 


But we of the Christian Church are 
a letter from Christ, the only letter 
from him to be delivered here this 
year. Is our life together so true to 
the spirit of the Master, so clear in its 
love and concern for all men of all 


sorts, so unremittingly committed to 
the values God has put first — the 
truth, the goodness, the beauty—so 
confident of the ultimate triumph of 
his kingdom, so warm and free and 
happy in our love for each other— 
that through our life Christ is speak- 
ing in no uncertain terms to our com- 
munity and all the life around us, 
and it’s making a difference? 
“You are a letter from Christ.” 


M1. 


You are a letter from Christ to in- 
dividuals. There's a family near you 
with almost unbearable tragedy—sut- 
fering in one member that wounds the 
whole tamily, or a loss that drops 
black night over all the days ahead, 
or a failure that draws a pall of shame 
over the house. Is there any place 
they can turn for help? Their taith 
has never been exercised enough to be 
strong. If only the Master, who 
knows every step of the way they are 
taking, would speak to them! But he 
does through you, if he lives in you 
as he can. You take into their midst 
the Christ of the cross who turns sul- 
fering into victory, the Christ of the 
resurrection who turns death into life, 
the Christ of the humiliation who 
turns mockery into reverence. His 
strength and loving concern and un- 
shakable peace are yours. And they 
know you. 


“You are a letter from Christ.” 

There's a man who has lost his wav. 
Bad habits or associates have hold of 
him; he’s suffered reverses that defeat 
him. His confidence and nerve are 
gone, and he’s afraid he can never 
come back. He tries to drown his 
fear and his shame in drink and loses 
more of his grip. Gradually he real- 
izes he’s beaten, and finally suspects 
the world has nothing left for him. 


If only the Master who has meant so 
much to men, could speak now to him, 
Hee... 


But your life is a letter from Christ 
to him. Your concern and your 
strength and your ideals and your 
confidence and your love ought to 
mediate to him the great heart and 
transforming power of Christ. You 
are a letter . 


IV. 


But what a dread responsibility! 
Is it true that if Christ speaks it has 
to be through us, through me, that 
apart from us who bear his name he 
will not be heard? But I know how 
far I am from showing his life. How 
can I do it? I believe in him. I 
think I belong to him. I want to take 
his way. At my best I try to do it. 
But this, this being a message from 
him to others! His word will never 
be read in me. There’s too much of 
me, too much of weakness and self- 
interest and stubbornness and temper 
and folly. No, it’s nonsense; it won’t 
work; I know it. I admit it. You 
can’t depend on this. Oh, take this 
charge from me. 


But still the word comes, “You are 
a letter from Christ.” Go but a step 
farther with the confession you have 
just been making, and it will be the 
beginning of the letter. Make it a 
plea to God for his pardon: “I haven't 
been living a life that could be Christ 
speaking to others. Forgive me, I 
pray, by his sacrifice.” Then, you see, 
something is happening to your heart. 
It is soft and impressionable, and 
with his pardon the love and the life 
of Christ begin to leave their mark. 
More and more of his spirit begins to 
dwell where you've emptied other 
things out. There’s a new quality in 
your life. It grows until men, know- 
ing you, know something of the se- 
renity and strength and purity and 
truth and love of the Master. 


It Can Grow 


Through all your days it can grow. 
Paul says the letter is written by the 
Spirit of the living God on tablets of 
human hearts. You will stay so close 
to Christ that the perfection of his 
powerful life will inscribe itself more 
and more indelibly on your nature, 
until your very presence will speak 
of the Galilean, and men will hear, 
and hearing, they too will live. 

This is not said lightly. This is the 
only hope of change in our world 
toward the kingdom. 


“You are a letter from Christ.” 
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He and Art recently told the Assembly's 
Young People's Leadership School about 
their experiences. Dick is from Lexing- 
ton; Ky., and Art from Milledgeville, Ga. 


College students from many parts of the 
world (these are working on the dam) 
join in work projects sponsored by the 
Student Christian Movement. Many 
groups will hear Art and Dick this year. 
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EDITORIAL 


It Must Not Happen Again 

Without becoming involved in per- 
sonalities or the question as to whether 
the charges made against the Chapel 
Hill officers and former pastor are 
just or not, we have been extremely 
concerned for some months now about 
the procedures that were being [ol- 
lowed and what seemed to be permis- 
sible under our Book of Church 
Order. 

The recent action of Orange Presby- 
tery adds to rather than diminishes 
our concern at this point. Presbytery 
declined the request that the pastor 
be tried by synod instead of by itself. 
When a complaint went to the synod 
in May, presbytery was not allowed to 
participate in making the decision be- 
cause our Book of Church Order rec- 
ognizes that no court can or should 
be allowed to sit in judgment on its 
own actions. 

Mr. Jones made it clear that it was 
personally distasteful to him to see 
Christian people involved in such 
judicial proceedings. Such activities, 





he said, belong to a past age. Chris- 
tian people should be able to sit down 
together quietly and resolve their dif- 
ferences. But, since there appeared to 
be no choice, he asked that a commis- 
sion to be named by synod hear any 
charges that might be brought against 
him and that he be allowed to answer 
them. Then, as reported here last 
week, when his request for change of 
venue was denied, he asked that he be 
permitted to leave the ministry of our 
church. 


Such changes of venue are common 
in the civil courts where, for a num- 
ber of reasons, it appears that it may 
be difficult to impanel an unpreju- 
diced jury or where feelings are so in- 
tense as to make balanced judgment 
impossible, or for other reasons. Our 
civil laws are designed to protect every 
right of the individual and to assure 
him of the fairest possible considera- 
tion. 


It would seem that Orange Presby- 
tery’s commission and the presbytery 
itself had become so deeply involved 
in this case as to make it doubtful 
chat it could render an objective judg- 
ment. In such cases it would seem 
inevitable that another court should 
be given the decision to make. 


Orange Presbytery’s failure to grant 
this request will be hard for the rest 
of our church to understand for it 
suggests that it did not trust or re- 
gard the synod as competent to do 
what it thought should be done, or 
that it was more concerned with a par- 
ticular result than with the larger is- 
sues of justice. 

A second thing about the recent ac- 
tion strikes us as extraordinary. It is 
the recommendation which was made 
by the commission which the presby- 
tery finally adopted. The commission 
wanted a called meeting of presbytery 
“to hear such parts of the record of 
the case as are pertinent and relevant 
to the future ecclesiastical status of 
the Rev. Charles M. Jones in the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. and 
take such action as may be necessary.” 


In other words, the commission 
wanted the presbytery to bring the 
charges. 

That raises this question: After 
spending nearly a year on the case, 
and with a voluminous record, some 
of which it had declined to share 
openly with presbytery or anybody 
else, and with repeated expressions 
of the damaging character of its evi- 
dence, was the commission unwilling 
or unable to frame the charges and 
prosecute the case? 


The Assembly made it inescapably 


clear that a minister has a right to be 
tried if he requests it, but this pro- 


posal of the commission served effec- 
tively to block what might have been 
expected to be a readily granted 
method of procedure. 


The great damage that has been 
done to the Presbyterian Church in 
Chapel Hill (the University of North 
Carolina), throughout North Carolina 
and tar beyond has not been repaired 
by the recent action of Orange Pres. 
bytery. We fear it has been enhanced. 


All this would seem to make more 
serious than before the need for such, 
amendments to our Book of Church 
Order as proposed here July 20 so as 
to make impossible such procedure 
in the future. 


GUEST EDITORS 


Prospects for Union 


The news value will not be at once 
apparent in the announcement that 
three denominations wearing the 
Presbyterian name have agreed—to 
unite? No—merely to study a plan of 
union prepared by a joint commis- 
sion. But this is indeed good news. 
For this is the way all progress has 
been made in the past and will be 
made in the future. . . . Opponents 
of the union are hard pressed to find 
reasons why it should not take place. 
It has been assumed that the chief op- 
position would be found in the South. 
This assumption is now suspect in 
view of the unanimity with which the 
Southern Assembly has taken the ini- 
tial step. If I may express a personal 
opinion on the Plan of Union, I 


would say that it is much too elaborate 
a document. It consists of a book of 
over 200 pages. The attempt to an- 
ticipate so many details centers atten- 
tion on marginal matters that should 
be left to common sense, to precedent, 
to parliamentary rules and to faith. 
Fortunately the doctrinal problem 
does not bulk large as between these 
three members of a common historical 
tradition for all of whom the West- 
minster Confession is either literally 
or flexibly accepted. It is in the area 
of non-theological questions that con- 
troversy is likely to arise. But one of 
these, until recently regarded as the 
main one, the race question, is not 
likely to produce more tension in the 
united church than each of the three 
denominations now experiences by 
itself.—CHARLES CLAYTON Morrison in 
The Pulpit. 








ONE WHO fears failure limits his 
activities. Failure is only the op- 
portunity more intelligently to 
begin again.—HENRY Foro. 
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@ No. 6 in a Series on Foreordination and Freedom 


ALTERNATIVES TO FOREORDINATION 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


Joseru HAROUTUNIAN _ has 
made the point that if you are not 
sure whether you believe something 
or not, you can try believing the oppo- 
site and see how it goes. Something 
which at first seems baffling or repel- 
lent, may come in time to seem the 
truth, simply because to believe any- 
thing else is worse. 


Suppose we decide not to believe 
in foreordination? Let us trv suppos- 
ing something else by way of alterna- 
tive. We can skip two solutions of 
the problem of how God is related to 
the world. One is to dismiss the prob- 
lem by saying there is no God. To 
say nothing of the fact that this lets 
you in for even darker mysteries, no 
religious person will accept this, for 
the religious person is sure of God, 
even when he is not very sure about 
anything else. How God governs the 
world is a real problem; even if it has 
no solution knowable by us, it is not 
to be solved by the simple method of 
denving the principal term of the 
problem. 


Another alternative “solution” we 
can skip is to say there is no world. 
If the first alternative is the resort of 
the non-religious, this is the resort of 
the extremely religious. On this view, 
the universe is nothing other than an 
embodiment of God, “the garment 
thou seest him by.” This is the pan- 
theist answer, but it will not do. To 
show why it will not, is too much to 
be done in this discussion. Suffice it 
to say that the pantheist answer, de- 
nying the world any reality except as 
a shadowing-forth of God, gets rid of 
freedom completely, for if God is all, 
he also does all. And this view has no 
explanation of error. If God is all 
there is, how can there ever be error? 
Even more, how can there be sin? The 
pantheist, when he is consistent, de- 
nies both freedom and sin, and is 
quite muddled about error. So the 
Christian cannot take this line and be 
happy about it. 


Onze MAJOR alternative is not al- 
ways recognized as such, for it is often 
taken to be the same thing as foreor- 
dination. It is fate. Assuming it for 
the moment to be real, fate differs 
from foreordination in some very im- 
portant ways. Belief in foreordination 
is always religious; belief in fate is not. 
Fate is a sort of foreordination with 
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God left out. By both foreordination 
and fate, events are definitely fixed 
and unchangeable. But there the re- 
semblance ends. Under foreordina- 
tion, events are fixed by the “decree” 
or efficient will of an all-wise and all- 
loving God. Under fate, events are 
fixed, period. If you believe in God, 
any kind of God, you are no fatalist. 
Your notions about foreordination 
may be warped, cruel, false; but so 


Jong as you believe in a God at all, 


you are still not a fatalist. For fate is 
impersonal, foreordination is person- 
al. By the same token, under foreor- 
dination there is a reason for every- 
thing being what it is and must be, 
since God is supremely rational and 
wise. But under fate, there is no reas- 
on for anything, there is only blind 
necessity. 


Furthermore, under foreordination 
God is sovereign and supreme. Under 
fate, or above fate, there is either no 
God at all, or if there be a god or gods, 
he or they are just as much under the 
wheel of fate as are you and I. In 
Greek and Roman mythology the 
three Fates spun their threads of des- 
tiny for gods and men alike. Atropos, 
she of the terrible shears, cuts off the 
thread of the gods just as she cuts off 
the threads of men. Now, if you are 
going to take fate as your alternative 
to foreordination, you cam see that it 
does not help you one inch out of the 
difficulties connected with foreordina- 
tion. Believers in foreordination be- 
lieve in prayer (however hard it may 
be to reconcile the two); but a believer 
in fate has no one to whom to pray. 
It is quite true, fatalists sometimes try 
to cheat fate, but when they do, it 
shows they do not quite believe in 
fate after all; they believe that man is 
free enough to dodge it. And if fate 
can be dodged, it is not fate. 


S ECOND alternative is chance. 
This is a pretty slippery idea. Let us 
pin it down a minute, long enough to 
see two of its possible meanings. One 
meaning we can discard at once: iden- 
tifying chance with the unexpected. 
A child may add two apples and two 
apples and be surprised that he gets 
four; but the result, while unexpected, 
was inevitable and is_ invariable. 
There is an abundance of the unex- 
pected, in life; but to call it “chance” 
does not rule out the possibility that 
it was all fixed in advance. 


Another meaning of chance is more 
respectable, and this also involves the 
unexpected. A chance event may be 
said to be one which is the result of 
the crossing of two lines of cause-and- 
effect, neither line having anything to 
do, so far as is known, with the other. 
A man hurrying to catch a bus passes 
under the corner of a building. At 
that moment a stone is dislodged from 
the cornice thirty feet above his head; 
stone and man reach the same spot at 
the same instant, and the man is 
killed. We call that, rightly, an ac- 
cident. The reasons for the man’s 
being there are partly physical, partly 
(and more) psychological. The reas- 
ons for the stone’s fall are almost alto- 
gether physical. So the two events 
and their previous ancestries (if we 
may use that word) have in fact no 
connection whatever, unless far back 
in the womb of time. You might have 
predicted the stone’s fall if you had 
known its history; you might have 
predicted the man’s passing if you had 
known his history; but they are differ- 
ent histories and you would have to 
know them both to predict the ac- 
cident. 


Now chance, in this sense, occurs 
somewhere every day, perhaps every 
minute. But this fact does not tell us 
anything about foreordination, one 
way or the other. You can have the 
most rigid foreordination, with no 
freedom anywhere, and still have these 
crossings of cause-and-effect lines. Ev- 
ery “chance” event, on this view is 
simply a complexly predetermined 
event, however unpredictable. 


Another meaning of “chance” is ex- 
pressed in the sentence: “Anything 
can happen.” If literally anything 
can happen, then nothing can be pre- 
dicted. But things are very success- 
fully predicted every day; hence this 
kind of “chance” does not prevail 
everywhere. Further, if anything can 
happen, even in one tiny and closely 
limited situation, then in that situa- 
tion the cause, or causal nexus (com- 
bination of causes) A, may produce B, 
or C ,.. or anything else whatever. 
Now as a matter of fact, nobody be- 
lieves that. You can’t introduce 
chance, the anything-can-happen kind 
of chance into the universe anywhere, 
without throwing all cause-and-effect 
relations to the winds. There are too 
many regularities in nature. Too 
many things are predictable. (True, 
Professor; on the level of quanta there 
may be pure chance; but then there 
may not. And even if there is, once 
you get above electronic behavior into 
the molecular level, you have statisti- 
cal certainty and regularity.) And 
certainly, if chance (in this sense) rules 
the world, or pervades the world, the 
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best we could say about God is that 
he is a spectator, maybe interested, 
maybe not, but no more able than we 
are to predict what is coming next. 
In a universe where anything can 
happen, even God might disappear. 


Now if you conclude that neither 
fate nor chance gives you a satisfac- 
tory answer to the problem of the pre- 
determined and the free, then you 
may as well come back to foreordina- 
tion after all. If foreordination seems 
too hard for you, then you must reflect 
what the alternatives come down to: 
either a blind and uncaring fate to 
which even a God must submit, or the 
sort of blind chance which is equally 
beyond the reach of the most well- 
meaning God. 

Beside these alternatives, foreordi- 
nation is not only far more credible, 
but stands out as the one world-view 
which a man can hold and still be- 
lieve in a sovereign God. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Cumberland Seminary 
Will Admit Negroes 


Alabama News Letter 


The two most significant actions of 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Gen- 
eral Assembly, which met in Gadsden, 
Ala., this summer, concerned Negro 
ministerial students and the denomi- 
nation’s relationship to the National 
Council of Churches. The Assembly 
voted to admit Negro students to its 
theological seminary at Bethel Col- 
lege, McKenzie, Tenn. The action 
was taken as a result of an overture 
from the Cumberland Synod of Texas 
which requested it. Dean Campbell 
of the seminary said the majority of 
theological schools in the South have 
opened their doors to Negro students 
in recent years. ‘ The Cumberland 
church has 83900 members and a 
separate Negro church has 30,000. 
Cnarges of “railroading” were made in 
relation to membership in the Na- 
tional Council. Although the chair- 
man of the committee recommending 
continued divisional membership in 
the Council urged the Assembly to 
hear the opponents, the Assembly re- 
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fused to hear them. The Cumberland 
church is not a full member of the 
Council but it continues its long-held 
relationship to the divisions of mis- 


sions and education. Next year’s 
meeting will be held in Dyersburg, 
Tenn. (Eds.) 


New Church Building 
Is Underway at Auburn 


Work on the new church at Auburn 
is progressing on schedule and should 
be completed in the late fall. It is a 


joint project of the Auburn congrega- | 


tion and the synod’s student work 
campaign. With its completion, the 
Presbyterian students at Alabama 
Polytechnic Institute will have ade- 
quate space for work and worship for 
the first time in many years. The 
church is the third that has resulted 
from the synod’s campaign to provide 
adequately for its students at state- 
supported institutions of higher learn- 


ing. 


Stillman Anticipates 
Increased Usefulness 


Greatly encouraged by the over-sub- 
scription of the churchwide $2,000,000 
campaign for Negro work, Stillman 
College in Tuscaloosa, which will re- 
ceive half the funds, is taking advan- 
tage of the vacation season to reno- 
vate its present facilities and get its 
existing plant in good condition. Still- 
man leaders anticipate the institu- 
tion’s greatly increased usefulness 
when the expansion program made 
possible by the new money is com- 
pleted. 


Charles Smith to Lead 
Work in Mobile Area 


Mobile Presbytery’s church exten- 
sion program will be led by Charles 
L. Smith, Ripley, Miss., pastor, who is 
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student. 
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A good place for an investment. 
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Among many features in 
Volume 8 


Going-to-College 
Handbook 


Look at these: 


More than 100 students were 
queried for College Board Opin- 
ions On: 


Dormitory Life 

Budgeting Your Time 
Balancing Your Activities 
"Unsettling” Ideas 

What Is a Good Date? 
A Vital Religious Life 
Few or Many Friends? 
Good Study Habits 

Ye Olde College Spirit 


What Foreign Students Think of 
American College Life 


"Average Ability" and College 
Sports 


® Amos Alonzo Stagg 
@ Chisox Manager Paul Richards 


@ NYU's Jay B. Nash 


© Sports writers and others 


And other lively topics they will 
like. 


Make your reservation Today: 


Detach 


OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS, 1 N. 6TH ST., 
RICHMOND 19, VA. 


Please send me ........ copies of Vol. 8 of the 
GOING-TO-COLLEGE HANDBOOK late in August: 
50¢; 3-19, 35¢; 20-49, 35¢; 50-99, 30¢; 100 or more, 
25¢. Postage paid where cash accompanies order 
for 10 of more. For cash orders of less than 10, 
odd 7¢ per copy for mailing charges. Mai ing en- 


velopes: 2¢ each, or free on orders of 50 or more 
if ded end ted 
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This week and next we shall discuss 
the role of the choir in developing 
congregational singing. 

The choir is a committee of the 
congregation charged with responsibil- 
ity for the music of the service of wor- 
ship. Although the singing of an- 
thems and “special” music is impor- 
tant, the prime responsibility of the 
choir is the leadership of congrega- 
tional singing. 

The choir, after all, is composed of 
people who are more confident ot 
their singing ability. Usually they 
read musical notation reasonably well. 
They enjoy singing. They have op- 
portunity for regular instruction. For 
these reasons, they are musical shep- 
herds of the flock. 

Here are several ways they can help. 

(1) Members of the choir should 
give an enthusiastic example of par- 
ticipation in the singing. By their 
facial and vocal expression they can 
stimulate the people of the pews to 
imitate them. “The choir members 
are usually in full view of the con- 
eregation, and the carnest attention 
and interest of the choristers will be 
readily apparent. 

(2) They can encourage the congre 
gation to sing by expressing interest 
and encouragement when they mingle 
with the congregation in the ordinary 
walks of life. Most of the choristers 
have families out in the pews and it 
helps for a more expert singer to con- 
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An 814x11 32-page beautifully illus- 
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20 for $15. 


Orders for his Ten Command- 


ments Portfolio may be included. 
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@ No. 50 in a Series on Congregational Singing 


HOW THE CHOIR CAN HELP 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


gratulate a layman on an honest at- 
tempt during a new hymn. 

(3) Vhe choir can teach an unfamil- 
iar hymn. Since the choir can_re- 
hearse and master a new tune, the 
members are quite able to outline the 
melody and guide the people as they 
attempt the unfamiliar hymn. One 
of the best ways is to have all the 
choir singers sing only the melody at 
least on the first and last stanzas, pre- 
ferably on all stanzas. The melody is 
the path which most of the-congrega- 
tion will try to traverse, and, if it is 
boldly delineated by all the choristers, 
then the congregation will be reas- 
sured and helped. 

(4) The choir can teach a new hymn 
by singing it as an anthem. Next 
week I shall suggest some ways of 
presenting the hymn in an interesting 
manner, 


Death Comes to 
Queens President 


Charlton C. Jernigan, 48, president 
of Queens College, Charlotte, N. C., 
since the summer of 1951, died in a 
Charlotte hospital during the night 
of July 22. 


Dr. Jernigan had suffered a heart 
attack and been hospitalized a month 
before, keeping him from attending 
the annual meeting of the Presby- 
terian Educational Association of the 
South in Montreat. He had continued 
under treatment since that time. 


He went to Queens two years ago 
from Florida State University where 
he was head of the department of 
classics, having held the same post at 
Woman's College, University of North 
Carolina before. 
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CHRIST ABOVE ALL 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for August 16, 1953 
Colossians 1:3-6, 9-20 


l N 1909, five years before the out- 
break of World War I, Washington 
Gladden, one of the most prominent 
clergymen of his day, sendicail that 
the inevitable progress of civilization 
spelled the early end of strife—within 
nations and between nations. Glad- 
den, with others of his day, did not see 
how deeply rooted sin was in the hu- 
man heart; he was not sufficiently 
aware of the evil forces that were even 
then hurrying mankind toward de- 
struction. 

Writing in Harper’s Magazine for 
December, 1947, Bernard De Voto 
counted it as great gain that we have 
come to see that progress is not inevi- 
table, that we have come to recognize 
“the hard reality of evil” in man, his 
soul and his society. “Forty-seven vears 
of the 20th century,” he wrote, “have 
cracked the illusion of which we were 
likely to die. My faith is that we now 
understand evil as implicit in the 
world, and so we will bring courage 
and fortitude and strength, not panic 
to the struggle against it.” 

It is gain that mankind has come 
anew to appreciate what the Bible 
clearly reveals—that there is radical 
evil in society and in our own hearts. 
But mankind needs to learn one thing 
more—that there is hope in Jesus 
Christ and that final deliverance is 
certain. 


I]. The Christian Hope, 1:20-21 

To the Christians in Colossae Paul 
wrote: “For in him’—that is, in Jesus 
Christ—“all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, and through him to 
reconcile all things to himself, wheth- 
er on earth or in heaven, making 
peace by the blood of his cross” (1:20- 
21). 

“To reconcile all things’—that in- 
cludes all men and all nations and all 
of their institutions and practices, it 
includes mind and body and the phys- 
ical world in which we live. In these 
days when the immediate future is so 
uncertain, it helps us to know that 
God “is tirelessly at work in history, 
toiling to bring into being a com- 
munity out of all tribes, races and na- 
tions in lasting friendship with him 
and with one another,” that in Christ, 
God will ultimately reconcile the 
world to himself, so that its corporate 
life, its opinions, and standards, its 
practices in politics, in business, in 
diplomacy, and in the family will 
harmonize with the will of God. 


AUGUST 3, 1953 


This is the hope which Paul holds 
before us in his letter to the Colos- 
sians. On what is such hope based? 
Paul tells us in the preceding para- 
graph (1:15-20). 

Hl. Its Basis, 1:15-20 

In Treading this paragraph it will 
help us to recall that Paul wrote his 
letter to the Colossians when he was 
a prisoner in Rome to warn them 
against the most dangerous heresy 
which the church faced during the first 
and second centuries, a heresy known 
as Gnosticism, which sought to com- 
bine Christianity with various other 
religions and philosophies of the day. 
Gnosticism held that various spiritual 
beings had descended from God by 
way of emanation and that this total- 
ity of spiritual beings made up the 
“fullness of the Godhead.” Jesus, 
then, was only one of the teachers, 
one of the many saviors of mankind. 
Paul on the other hand insists that: 

1. Christ is the image of the invisi- 
ble God. That means, among other 
things, that God is like Christ. At a 
meeting of Jewish rabbis and Chris- 
tian ministers, one of the rabbis re- 
marked: “You Christians possess one 
advantage over us. When we use the 
word ‘God,’ our listeners have a some- 
what vague conception in their minds 
of righteousness and power combined 
in a Being who fills the uhiverse. 
When you employ that word, your 
hearers think at once of the figure of 
Jesus of Nazareth.” That is true. 
We believe that God is like Christ, 
with a Father's love for all mankind. 
We are not orphans, therefore, in an 
indifferent world, but sons and daugh- 
ters in our Father's house. “This 
world is an unfinished house with 
much in it not yet built according to 
its Designer’s plan. But it is God's 
world, in which with him they live and 
work to make it a home harmonious 
with his thought for the whole fam- 
ily of man.” (God Confronts Man in 
History, by Henry Sloane Coffin.) 

2. Christ is the creator of the world. 
Christ is not one spiritual being 
among many, as the Gnostics thought, 
but the creator of all things in heaven 
and earth, including whatever spirit- 
ual beings—thrones, dominions, etc.— 
there are. For us, this means that 
the power and the mind and the heart 
which has created the world is the 
power and the mind and the heart 
which we see in Jesus of Nazareth. 


Bertrand Russell, a well known phil- 
osopher and atheist, gives his view of 
the world, the natural view of an un- 
believer, as follows: 


“Brief and powerless is Man’s life; on him 
and all his race the sure doom falls 
pitiless and dark. Blind to good and evil, 
reckless of destruction, omnipotent matter 
rolls on its relentless way; for Man, con- 
demned today to lose his dearest, tomorrow 
himself to pass through the gate of darkness, 
it remains only to cherish, ere yet the blow 
falls, the lofty thoughts that ennoble his 
little day . . . proudly defiant of the irresis- 
tible forces that tolerate for a moment his 
knowledge and his condemnation, to sustain 
alone, a weary but unyielding Atlas, the 
world that his own ideals have fashioned, 
despite the trampling march of unconscious 
power. 


slow, 


The Christian faith is quite differ- 
ent. We believe that the world has 
been created by the divine spirit 
which we see in Jesus Christ; that 
Christ is not only the creator of the 
world, but also that 

3. Christ is the end of the world. 
“All things were created through him 
and for him.” “As all creation passed 
out from him so does it all converge 
again toward him.” It will find its 
completion, its fulfillment in him. 
The conditions of existence are so or- 
dered that without Christ it cannot 
attain its perfection. The God who 
controls our destinies, who makes the 
wrath of men to praise him, who de- 
termines the goal that mankind shall 
reach, is the God who became incar- 
nate in Jesus Christ. However far 
the world may be from his spirit to- 
day, in the end it shall reign supreme, 
because he is both the beginning and 
the end, the source from which all its 
forces and energies have been derived, 
the goal toward which they inevitably 
tend. In addition, Christians believe 
that: 

4. Christ is the preserver of the 
world. As Paul writes: “He is before 
all things, and in him all things hold 
together.” Any individual, any social 
institution, any nation, any interna- 
tional organization which sets itself 
against the moral law of the universe 
as revealed in Christ tends to disinte- 
grate, to fall apart. In him, and only 
in him do all things hold together. 
Dr. Joseph H. Krimsky writes: 


“My own observations for many years as a 
physician convince me that most of our neu- 
roses and psychoses are evidences of the in- 
completeness, defectiveness and immaturity 
of our psycho-physical adjustments with re- 
spect to religion as well as our human be- 
havior. We need a normal God-relationship 
as well as a sane and normal human relation- 
ship to maintain a well-balanced and _ well- 
integrated way of life. The religious urge 
becomes most potent and most insistent dur- 
ing crises and emergencies, during times of 
threatening danger and catastrophe. But 
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even while life runs a calm and even course 
we need the vitalizing hormones, the ‘mes- 
sengers, of sincere faith to keep us from cap- 
sizing and breaking up in the storms of mis- 
fortune and ‘adversity. There is no more 
potent preventive medicine against the heart- 
break of loss, the frustration of disillusion- 
ment, the gnawing canker of sorrow and re- 
morse, than ‘to walk with God.” The man 
whose life is buoyed up by genuine and pro- 
found religious experiences is fortified and 
immunized against trouble, care, hardship, 
and affliction. He has the fortitude to ac- 
cept fortune or misfortune, affluence, or pov- 
erty, failure or success with dignity, serenity 
and a tranquil mind.” (A Doctor's Soliloquy, 
published by Philosophical Library, New 
York,) 

What is true of the individual is 
equally true of society. If we refuse 
to live by God's law we find that we 
cannot live in peace and harmony 
with one another. Christ, who is the 
image of the invisible God, in whom 
God's word has become incarnate, “is 
before all things and in him all things 
hold together.” But our Christian 
hope has a firmer basis still.. We be- 
lieve that: 

5. Christ is working in the church 
for the redemption of the world. We 
may wonder at first why the church 
should be mentioned alongside Christ 
who is the beginning and the end of 
creation. But the church, Paul tells 
us, is his body, The church draws its 
life, its energy, its power from him 
who is its head, but at the same time 
it is the agency through which Christ 
is working to reconcile men to God 
and therefore to one another. As Paul 
Says: 

“He is the head of the body, the church; 
he is the beginning [but only the beginning], 
the first-born [but only the first-born] from 
the dead, that in everything he might be pre- 
eminent. For in him all the fullness of God 
was pleased to dwell, and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven.” 


Among other things, the Christian 
hope is based on these five great 
truths: (1) Christ is the image of the 
invisible God; (2) Christ is the be- 
ginning; (3) Christ is the end; (4) in 
Christ all things hold together; (5) 
Christ is in the church, reconciling all 
things to himself, and God has pledged 
to him and to us the final victory. 


111. Its Obligation 


What does this mean for us, as in- 
dividuals and as a church? 

It means for one thing that we must 
proclaim unceasingly and to all men 
that gospel which reconciles man to 
God and therefore to his fellowmen; 
and also, as we have previously seen, 
that the church must manifest in its 
own life that unity which Christ cre- 
ates; in other words, it must demon- 
strate that all human differences can 
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be overcome as men kneel at the foot 
of the cross. “For in him all the full- 
ness of God was pleased to dwell, and 
through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of his 
cross.”” 

But this is not all. 

Paul begins his letter with a thanks- 
giving (1:3-8). He thanks God for the 
members of the little church in Colos- 
sae, not because they are many or rich 
or influential, or because they have 
recently erected a beautiful church, 
or a new religious education building, 
but because they are known for their 
faith in Jesus Christ, their hope in 
God's ultimate redemption, and their 
love for all the saints. Christians are 
commanded to love their neighbors 
as themselves, whether these neighbors 
be Christian or pagan. Paul thanks 
God here for the Colossians’ love for 
all the saints, that is, for all of their 
fellow-Christians, for all—not just 
some of their fellow-Christians, pre- 
sumably because Christ cannot be rec- 
onciling all things to himself through 
them unless they themselves are unit- 
ed in love. Faith, hope and love: 
These are the primary Christian vir- 
tues which Paul links together again 
and again (cf. 1 Cor. 13:13). And 
these three virtues for which Paul 
thanked God whenever he thought of 
the Colossian Christians are virtues 
which we also must cultivate: faith 
in Christ Jesus who is the image of 
the invisible God, who is the begin- 
ning and the end, in whom all things 
hold together, who seeks to reconcile 
all things to himself through the 
church; hope in our ultimate redemp- 
tion; and love, love for all men, but 
especially love for those who have been 
redeemed in Christ, for only so can 
Christ work through us for the recon- 
ciliation of all mankind. 

Faith, hope and love—these are the 
essential Christian virtues. But Paul 
prays (1:9-14) that the Colossian Chris- 
tians may advance further in the Chris- 
tian life. “We have not ceased to pray 
for you,” writes Paul, “asking (1) that 
you may be filled with the knowledge 
of his will; (2) that you may “be 
strengthened, and (3) that you may 
give “thanks, with joy.” 

This prayer is one which we need to 
offer for ourselves and others. We 
need desperately to know God's will 
for ourselves, for our loved ones, for 
our nation as we face the concrete 
problems that come to us from day 
to day. We discover that will as we 
consider all the relevant data (there 
is no short cut that absolves us from 
the duty of thinking, of seeking and 
sifting the evidence), as we listen to 
the counsel of others with open minds, 
freed as far as possible from all preju- 


dice, and as we allow God to guide us 
through prayer and the study of his 
word. 

But knowledge is not enough. We 
also need strength, strength to do 
God's will as it becomes known to us, 
strength to endure in spite of opposi- 
tion, in spite of suffering. We need 
a strength that is greater than our 
own, a strength that will enable us to 
endure when our own strength is ex- 
hausted. We need to be strengthened, 
as Paul prays, “with all power, accord- 
ing to his glorious might, for all en- 
durance and patience with joy.” 

Here is a third quality that we need: 
first, knowledge; second, strength; 
and third, joy. We all*want to be 
happy and we all can be happy. Paul 
gives us a part of the secret in the 
words that follow. “Giving thanks 

.’—there it is in a nutshell. Try 
it. Instead of complaining, criti- 
cizing, giving way to bitterness or de- 
spair—give thanks, now, at the begin- 
ning of each day, at the end of each 
day, at various intervals during the 
day—give thanks “to the Father who 
has qualified us to share in the in- 
heritance of the saints in light. He 
has delivered us from the dominion of 
darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins.” If we are unhappy it is be- 
cause we are unable, or unwilling, or 
have forgotten to give thanks for that. 


Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


Student Deferment in Selective Service. 
M. H. Trytten. University of Minnesota Press, 
Minneapolis. $3.00. 


The Game of Living. Floyd Van Keuren. 
Charles Scribner's Sons, N. Y. $2.50. 


Ready Sandals. Edited by Anne Hazelton. 
China Inland Mission, Philadelphia. 30¢, paper. 


The Race Concept. UNESCO, Paris, France. 
50¢, paper. 


Presbyterian Polity and Procedures. P. J. 
Garrison, Jr. John Knox Press, Richmond. 
$3.00. 


Civilization of Right Relationships. William 
Thomas Williams. Exposition Press, N. Y. $4.00. 


The Great Tradition of the American 
Churches. Winthrop S. Hudson. Harper & 
Bros., N. Y. $3.75. 


The Scribner Treasury. 22 Classic Tales. 
Chas. Scribner's Sons, N. Y. $5.00. 


Salt of the Earth (The California Quarter- 
ly). Michael Wilson. The California Quarterly, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 75¢. 


China and the World—Headline Series. Till- 
man Durdin. Foreign Policy Association, 
N. Y. 35 cents, paper. 

Rejoice and Sing. Co-operative Recreation 
Service, Delaware, Ohio, for Presbyterian 
U. S. Youth Fellowship. Presbyterian Book 
Stores, Richmond and Dallas. 30 cents, paper. 
5 or more, 25 cents each. 

Chinese Christian H s. 
tions by Frank W. ice. Board of World 
Missions, Nashville, Tenn. 10 cents, paper. 

A Theology of the Liv Church. L. Har- 
old De Wolf. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $5.00. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE BOOK OF JOB. By Anthony 
and Miriam Hanson, SCM Press, Lon- 
don: 1953. 117 pages, seven shillings, 
sixpence. 

This volume of the TorcH BisBLe 
CoMMENTARIES divides into thirds: 
one-third introduction, two - thirds 
commentary, with half the commen- 
tary occupied in suggesting emenda- 
tions to the KJV. ‘These suggestions 
are good, but largely superfluous to 
anyone having the RSV, Moffatt, or 
the American Translation before him. 
Yet the quality of the introduction 
and of the expository notes make the 
book well worth the while of any lay- 
man seriously interested in hearing 
God’s Word spoken to him through 
the Book of Job. 

Chapters 28, 32-37 are regarded as 
interpolations, but the authors make 
a fair case for regarding the prologue 
and epilogue as the original writer's 
“frame” for his picture. The prob- 
lem is conceived as not the suffering 
of the innocent, but the need for per- 
sonal communication with God. The 
message is that no amount of specula- 
tive thought, pious equations of re- 
tribution, nor human _ righteousness 
can answer Job’s need—only God's 
revelation of himself to Job, his con- 
descension to notice him. 

“The Christian is still unable to make out 
a case for his own righteousness in the way 
Job expected, as he is overwhelmed with the 
glory shown, not in the whirlwind, but on the 
Cross. The voice on the Damascus Road had 
the same effect on Paul as the vision of God's 
majesty on Job. Both .. . cease their efforts 
after self-justification and salvation by works, 
and rest in faith” (p. 20f). 

“For Job there are only three fixed points 
in his perplexity: the wrongness of the con- 
ventional account of God's government of the 
world, his own innocence, the belief that 
somewhere, somehow, a just God would 
vindicate him” (p. 84). 

STUART CurRIE 
Fulton, Mo. 


THE BIBLICAL FAITH AND 
CHRISTIAN FREEDOM. By Ed- 
win Lewis. The Southwestern Lec- 
tures for 1952. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. 224 PP-» $3.50. 

A question now agitating the church 
is: Can Biblical criticism—that is, the 
historical, objective approach to Scrip- 
ture—be combined with or reconciled 
with reverence for the Bible as the 
Word of God? Some in the church, 
belatedly discovering there is such a 
thing as Biblical scholarship, are still 
afraid of it and propose to eject the 
scholars from our seminaries. Some 
scholars on the other hand manage to 
turn out masterly analyses of Scripture 
and at the same time reduce it to 
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nothing better than an interesting an- 
tique. There are also Christian schol- 
ars like Cunliffe-Jones who (in The 
Authority of the Biblical Revelation) 
pleads for-the theologians and the 
scholars to get together. 

What Cunliffe-Jones says in his 
every chapter ought to be done, Ed- 
win Lewis, being both scholar and 
theologian, has done. He will not suit 
everyone. But he has approached 
this problem from the Christian cen- 
ter, and in effect asks the question: 
How will a person who has been fully 
imbued with the .freedom that is in 
Christ, read his Bible? The old saying 
that Scripture is the best interpreter of 
Scripture is here taken as guide 
(though never in so many words) , but 
in a new way. 

Instead of the Scofield method, 
which leads to results sometimes as 
un-Christian as they are fantastic, Dr. 
Lewis not only lets the New ‘Testa- 
ment interpret the Old, but uses the 
Gospel even for evaluation of the 
Gospels. Whatever is seen to be in- 
compatible with faith in Christ as 
God's Living Word, “will be laid 
aside, and whatever is seen to be called 
for by this faith .. . will be accepted 
and submitted to.” 

Not all in Dr. Lewis’ book is new; 
the most notable sections are those 


‘where he comes down to cases and 


goes through the Bible using this prin- 
ciple in book after book. Whether he 
avoids subjectivism (he is conscious 
of a danger here) altogether is doubt- 
ful; but there is no doubt that this is 
a provocative, stimulating book and 
one that will send many a reader 
back to the Bible to read it and find 
in it more power than ever. 
Louisville, Ky. a. J. Fommscas 

TO MEET THE DAY. By Vir- 
ginia Church and Francis Ellis. Ab- 
ingdon-Cokesbury Press, New York 
and Nashville. 128 pp., $1.75. 

A collection of 116 brief devotional 
meditations between hard covers, this 
book is “intended primarily for youth 
in their early and late teens.” Each 
begins with a brief verse or phrase of 
scripture and closes with a short pray- 
er, usually a single sentence. The 


meditations are for the most part 
brief homilies, mostly platitudinous,. 
but a few are poems by the authors, 
and some are stories “with a lesson.” 
ALEXANDER HENRY 


Fairfield, Ala. 





All Summer 
Dr. Thompson Will Be On 


RADIO 


Dr. Thompson’s current discussions of the 
Sunday school lesson are being broadcast over 
the stations listed below, with new ones being 
added almost daily. If they are not reaching 
your area you may wish to encourage that 
this be done. Minister’s groups, councils of 
churches and others can arrange for this 
through local stations and through the Pro- 
testant Radio Center, 712 Henry Grady Bldg., 
Atlanta 3, Ga. (See local papers, your Sunday 
church bulletin, or telephone stations for 
broadcast time.) 


Elkin WIFM 
ALABAMA Thomasville WTNC 
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Brewton WEBJ Durham WTIK 
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Somerset WSFC Richmond WRVA 
Henderson WSON Norton WNVA 
Orange WIJIMA 
MISSISSIPPI Clifton Forge wor 
risto 
Yazoo City WAZF 
Ba WNAG Martinsville WMVA 
Booneville WBIP W. VIRGINIA 
Charleston WKNA 
NO. CAROLINA Bluefield WKOY 
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Siler City WNCA __—sicLogan WvVOW 
Laurinburg WEWO § Ronceverte WRON 
Henderson HNC Princeton WLOH 
Dunn WCKB sCqOWilliamson WBTH 


Church bulletins should carry station and 
time of local broadcasts. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 


E. L. Barber, executive secretary of S. W 
Ga. Presbytery, has been called to the same 
work in Granville (N. C.) Presbytery. 

Lewis B. Metts from York, S. C., to the 
Franklin church, Box 611, Route 1, Salisbury, 
x. ¢ 

Tracy Fisher from Bessemer, Ala., to the 
Dixon _Memorial church, 1190 Birmingham 
St., Tarrant, Ala. 

W. L. Foley from Whiteville, N. C., to 
Route 3, Sanford, N. C. 

John H. Fischbach from Charlottesville, 
Va., to 110 E. 64th St... New York 21, N. Y. 
(Central church) 

Jesse W. Cooke, Jr., effective Sept. 1, will 
move from Stockbridge Ga., to the Glenwood 
Park church, 239 Forrest Ave., Norfolk 5, Va. 

Al S. Burdette Villamont, Va., to 
Floyd, Va. 

Duncan N. Naylor from Fort Ord, Calif., 
to Stu Det CGSC, Fort Leavenworth, Kan., 
effective Sept. 2. Until then, Genl. Delivery, 
Centreville, Miss. 

J. W. Rice, Sr., from Birmingham, Ala., 
to Okolona, Miss. 

B. H. Bowman from Port Lavaca, ‘Texas, 
to the First church, Del Rio, Texas. 

Clyde G. Browne from Pelzer, S. C., to 
5368 Pine St., S. W., Washington 28, D. C. 

Leroy V. Secrest from Camilla, Ga., to 219 
Southview Ave., Warner Robins, Ga. 

Robert M. Holmes, Chattahoochee, Fla., 
will become pastor at Centerville, Ala., Sept. 
l. 

Hugh B. Carter, Jr., of the Sunset Hills 
church, Charlotte, N. C., 
call to the South 
of Sept. 1. 

W. H. Foard from 
McConnell, W. Va. 

Robert H. Jordan, of the South Highland 
church, La Grange, Ga., will become pastor of 
the Spruce Pine, N. C., Creek 
churches Aug. 15 

Gene E. Canestrari, recent Yale Divinity 
School graduate, is pastor at Ripley, ‘Tenn., 
119 Church St. 

Glen A. Williams, formerly of Trenton, 
‘Tenn., has taken up his new work as pastor 
of the Blue Ridge, Danube and Claudville, 
Va., churches. 

Robt. J. McMullen, Jr., from Slab Fork, .W 
Va., to 419 O'Hara Drive, Green Acres, Dan 
ville, Ky., Aug. 10. 

W. A. Alexander from Shreveport, La., to 
3220 Pawnee, Birmingham, Ala. 

Richard E. Coulter from Brooksville, Fla., 
to 1020 South St., Key West, Fla. 

Earl Clary from Natchitoches, La., to 321 
E. Fifth St., Colorado City, Texas. 
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Harry G. Kenney, formerly of Augusta, 
Ga., is pastor of the Sparta, Ga., church. 

R. C. Clontz has resigned as pastor of the 
Belk Memorial and 
Hickory, N. C. 

Henry R. Mahler, Jr., Norton, Va., will 
become pastor of the Woodland 
Nashville, Tenn., Sept. I. 

W. Charles Malloy, formerly of Kenwood 
church, Chicago, has assumed his new duties 
as director of the South Texas Region of the 
National Conference of Christians and Jews, 
511 Aztec Bldg., San Antonio 5, Texas. 


DEATH 


Alton W. Bean, 35, pastor of Prentis Park 
church, Portsmouth, Va., died July 13 in a 
Norfolk hospital, one week after an operation 
for a leg injury which he received when he 
was 12 years old. Before going to Ports- 
mouth in 1950 Mr. Bean was pastor of River- 
mont church, Hopewell, Va. 


DREs 


Donald M. Megahan, formerly of West- 
minister church, St. Louis, Mo., is beginning 
his new work as minister of education in 


Sweetwater churches, 


church, 


the First church, Tyler, Texas. 
Eubank Taylor from First church, Spartan- 
burg, S. C., to First church, Gastonia, N. C. 
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RELIGIOUS 
Book House, 
Michigan. 


libraries 
Dept. 


purchased. Baker 
PO, Grand Rapids 6, 


CORRECTIONS 


Richard A. Braun, Crowley, La., will be- 
come pastor of Westminster church, Port 
Arthur, Texas, Sept. 1. 

Vernon A. Anderson (not Crawford), Congo 
missionary, is now on furlough at Staley 
Apt. No. 8, Bristol, Tenn. 

Frank A. Brown is at the U. S. Public 
Health Service Hospital, Carville, La. 
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